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ingenious men whose abilities do little else but make themselves and those about them uneasy : such are those who are far gone in the pleasures of the town, who cannot support life without quick sensations and gay reflections, and are strangers to tranquillity, to right reason, and a calm motion of spirits without transport or dejection. These ingenious men, of all men living, are most to be avoided by her who would be happy in an husband. They are immediately sated with possession, and must necessarily fly to new acquisitions of beauty to pass away the whiling moments and intervals of life; for with them every hour is heavy that is not joyful. But there is a sort of man of wit and sense that can reflect upon his own make, and that of his partner, with the eyes of reason and honour, and who believes he offends against both these if he does not look upon the woman (who chose him to be under his protection in sickness and health) with the utmost gratitude, whether from that moment she is shining or defective in person or mind : I say there are those who think themselves bound to supply with good nature the failings of those who love them, and who always think those the objects of love and pity who came to their arms the objects of joy and admiration.
Of this latter sort is Lysander, a man of wit, learning, sobriety, and good nature, of birth and estate below no woman to accept, and of whom it might be said, should he succeed in his present wishes, his mistress raised his fortune, but not that she made it. When a woman is deliberating with herself whom she shall choose of many near each other in other pretensions, certainly he of best understanding is to be preferred. Life hangs heavily in the repeated conversation of one who has no imagination to be fired at the several occasions and objects which come before him, or who cannot strike out of his reflections new paths of pleasing discourse. Honest "Will Thrash and his wife, though not married above four months, have scarce had a word to say to each other this six